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The evening’s program began with a mass chorus of the Our Father then the American, Canadian and Serbian National Anthems were sung. Followed by Tebe Pojem by Stevan Stojanovic Mokranjac. This selection was sung in honor of the 150th Anniversary of the birth of Serbian composor Mokranjac. This year the all Serbs celebrate 150 years of Mokranjac and Nikola Tesla, inventor. 

Our Master of Ceremonies was Ms. Jovana Batkovic who introduced our participating choirs including: the St. Nicholas Serbian Cathedral Choir of Hamilton, with directress Mira Stojsavljevic and president George Pejic, the Dr. Laza Kostic choir of Midland, PA, the Kosovo Men’s Choir of Northeastern Ohio, and the St. Theodosius Russian Cathedral choir of Cleveland. SSS Njegos choir president, Mrs. Biljana Batkovic welcomed the guests at the concert and spoke briefly on the history of the SSS Njegos choir. 

Because this is a milestone year, many presentations were given this weekend. Honored were our past music directors, past presidents, our Kumovi (sponsors) and many who have helped our choir over the years.

Special recognition was given to our current assistant conductors including: Joan Jakovich, Suzanne Zec, Emilija Tulevski, Amanda Vlainic, Mira Damljanovic, Lindsay Zobenica, and Loretta Knezevic. 

A special plaque was presented to our music director of 15 years, Mr. Milan Damljanovic, for sharing his musical talents with the choir and publishing of much Serbian music not only for the Njegos choir but all Serbian choirs in Serbia and the Diaspora. Milan also received an Episcopal Citation of Recognition granted by Rt. Rev. Dr. Mitrophan, Bishop of Eastern America. The citation was granted to Milan for many years of hard work and outstanding service as music director upon the recommendation of the parish priest, Rev. Zivojin Jakovljevic. Included was his good works not only in the Church but also in his personal spiritual life as an example to all for the prosperity of the Holy Orthodox Church and the Serbian people.

As a long standing tradition, we selected a special member of our choir to be our member of the year: Member of the Year!

MIRJANA DAMLJANOVIC

Mirjana is the daughter of Very Reverend Vasilije and Protinica Zagorka Sokolovic, her sibling is brother Teodor (wife Tanja). She was born in Chicago, shortly thereafter moved to Masontown, Pennsylvania, her father’s first parish, then eventually Steubenville, Ohio where she sang with the Petar Krstic choir before finally moving to Cleveland in 1985 where she promptly joined the SSS Njegos. While in Cleveland she taught folklore and Junior choir while also being a member of SSS Njegos. 

Mira completed her bachelor’s degree in psychology at Cleveland State University then completed her master’s degree in clinical counseling at the University of Akron. She completed her residency at Southwest General Hospital and is now a Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC). Even during her graduate work Mira always attended rehearsals, driving in from her apartment in Akron. After completing her studies she began to take on a more active role in the choir functioning as corresponding secretary and librarian many times including currently. Mira was working as a psychologist in a local residential treatment facility for troubled youths. She is currently at home taking care of her 3 boys; Maksim (5 yrs.), Makarije (4 months), and Milan (husband of 11 years).

The SSS Njegos is grateful for her boundless energy. As the corresponding secretary, Mira handles all the official and supplemental correspondence including congratulatory remarks, get well wishes, sympathy cards, and birthday greetings to members, supporters, and friends. She also handles the choir’s schedule and keeps the members abreast with “Njegos Njews” and the “Njegos Kalendar.” In addition, she periodically writes articles about the choir for the “Srbobran,” “SSF Hi–Notes” and the “Cleveland Plain Dealer Mosaic” section – she is our public relations lady. Mira has co-chaired many choir events as well as organizing our choir’s trip to Serbia and Kosovo and also “Hor Branko’s” trip to the United States from Nis, Serbia.

Mira is the soprano in her husband’s quartet in addition to a key soprano in the SSS Njegos. She has been studying voice the last few years. Among her many duties and obligations, Mira still finds time to perform regularly with both the Njegos Choir and the quartet.

Mira is involved in various medical relief and humanitarian aid programs. She is the Cleveland contact for HRH Crown Princess Katherine’s Lifeline Humanitarian Organization which provides medical aid to both institutions and individuals throughout Serbia. Mira has been instrumental in raising funds and collecting much needed supplies for the Nis Children’s Hospital in Serbia, and for the purchase of a mammography machine near Novi Sad. She, along with her husband Milan, are the program coordinators of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) for the four main universities in the Greater Cleveland area. The OCF is the official Pan-Orthodox campus ministry effort under SCOBA (Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas). 

We thank her for her commitment and her dedication to our choir family.

Sunday’s banquet was quite memorable. During the banquet there was a slide show presentation of the SSS Njegos’ concert and monastery tour of Serbia in 2003. 

There were special visitors and beautiful words of encouragement and pride from Representative Dennis Kucinich and Mr. George Brown of Senator Voinovich’s office. Kucinich spoke about our connection not only to our Cathedral but to the city of Cleveland, a colorful city, a mosaic, of which the Serbs are a great part. He also thanked the chior for lifting its voices to the Lord every week. Also, read were proclaimations received from ;

The White House, Mr. President George Bush, House of Representatives - Dennis Kucinich, city of North Royalton - Mayor Cathy Luks, Parma city council - Roy Jech, City of Cleveland – Mayor Frank Jackson, US Senate – Senator George Voinovich, office of the parma city treasurer  -Anthony Zielinski , Office of the governor - Bob Taft,  City of Brecksville – Mayor Jerry Hruby, City of  Independence - Fred Ramos, City of Parma - Mayor Dean DePiero, US Senate – Senator Mike DeWine, and Member of Congress - Stephanie Tubbs Jones.

Special engraved medals were given to all of our choir members and Kumovi (sponsors). Special recognition was given to Josephine Vuich, Fr. Serafim, Fr. Milan Medakovic, Fr. Milan Zobenica, Fr.Vasilije B. Sokolovic and Fr. Zivojin Jakovljevic  for their support in church and helping to beautify all our services. All of the Cathedral organization presidents were called to be recognized for their years of support and generostiy towards the choir. Mr. Michael Marjanovic was thanked as co-chairman of the gala weekend. Mrs. Loretta Knezevic, Ms. Eva Mae Ross and Mr. Robert Jakovich were praised for being the three longest standing members of the choir. Special recognition was given to Mr. Jovo  Batkovic, a free lance writer of many Serbian newsprints. He has followed our choir’s events and travels for many years. Jovo covers not only our choir’s events but, all Serbian events in the greater Cleveland area and Northeast Ohio. He is the choir’s personal editorial staff! 

The SSS Njegos members did not foget the deceased choir members who have participated in our world of music over the years helping to perpetuate its beauty and dignity. Many life long friendships, Kumstvo, and marriages have been a result of the choir’s travels. The choir has always kept in touch with other sister Serbian colonies through our travels. Promoting membership and encourage new members, especially our youth, to join our choirs a new challenge. We thanked our three youngest members; Juliana and Rachel Lytkowski and Svetlana Knezevic. Our youth is our future.

Written in memory of Elaine Virosteck Spak
By Mimi Dae
