May 26-28, 2006 marked a most Gala Weekend to

celebrate 75 years of the Serbian Singing Federation

The local S.S.S. Njegos Choir of the St. Sava Cathedral, Parma traveled to Detroit, MI to celebrate a most auspicious event. It was an historic weekend for Serbian people throughout the USA and Canada. The Serbian Singing Federation has been the backbone of keeping tradition through song alive. Many Serbian traditions perpetuate song and music. The arts are a precious part of our history that we hold with much respect. This rich history of  the Serbian Singin Federation began 75 years ago with the vision and efforts of Mr. Vlajko Lugonja (1898-1977) who had a vision. He made the S.S.F. his passion and his life.

One may wonder why our Cleveland choir, together with so many others, traveled to Detroit. Detroit is the home of our S.S.F. headquarters and library. The greatest wealth of the Serbian Singing Federation is in its library, comprising the works of 96 Serbian composers with thousands of musical scores. It is said that it is the largest collection of Serbian music in the world. Therefore it seemed appropriate for the gala event to take place in the Headquarters city. In Ohio the S.S.F. member choirs are located in Akron, Canton, Cleveland, Columbus, Steubenville, and Youngstown. Our local St Sava Cathedral choir, the S.S.S. Njegos, will be celebrating it’s 75th Anniversary this Fall with a special gala weekend planned. 

Many greetings were included in the commemorative program book including the Episcopal council with Archpastoral blessings from Metropolitan Christopher of the Serbian Orthodox Church.  The Prime Minster of Ottawa, Canada, sent his greetings as well as, Mr. and Mrs. President George and Laura Bush of the United States, on this historic occasion. 

The weekend began with a welcome on Friday evening at the Ravanica Church Hall with two bands playing for the evening’s entertainment.  There were historic displays of all 28 choirs in attendance for the weekend, including pictures, commemorative programs, recordings, proclamations and much more. Saturday morning we were all welcome to visit our newly remodeled Headquarters. The renovation project was headed up by project managers Mr. Stevo Medich and Mr. Milan Koprivica. Recently, new file cabinets and display cases were crafted by Mr. Milan Damljanovic. Many historic artifacts were donated and displayed in the library. This open house was attended by over 700 visitors that morning in Madison Heights, MI. Shuttle services were provided to help us join in the afternoon’s mass joint choir rehearsals. The rehearsals encompassed 500 singers in 5 groups. The Gala dinner that evening was set for over 450 in attendance. Following the dinner there was a semi-formal event for everyone. Music was in the air and many friendships were made and renewed. Divine Liturgy began Sunday morning where after the service all 50 year members were recognized. Also the scholarship awards were awarded. 

The Paul Bielich Scholarship was awarded to several recipients. The scholarship was established in 1994 to support a qualified S.S.F. high school graduating senior. The award is a $,1000 general studies scholarship.  Also, the Petar and Minnie Sekulovich scholarship was established in 1996 by actor Mr. Karl Malden and wife Mona in honor of Mr. Malden’s father Petar, the first president of the SSF. This scholarship is open to qualified college bound men and women who are active singing members of an S.S.F. or S.O.C.A. member choir and who plan to major or minor in music. The award is a $1,000 music scholarship. 

Recipients of these awards include some students from Ohio including; Nikola Budimir (CSU), Amanada Vlainic (CSU), Natasa Povich, Eric Schweitzer (Cincinatti), Miranda Povich, John Bain, Steven Zori and Janna Bain.

Following the awards ceremony luncheon, the 75th Anniversary concert began promptly at 2:30 at the Sterling Heights Performing Arts Center. There, with over 800 in attendance, one could witness mini-mass choral performances of multiple choir groupings made up of 28 member chiors, representing nearly 500 singers from across the USA and Canada. In addition to these member choirs there was also a mass youth choir which represented several cities, displaying the perpetuation of our future. There was an audio visual presentation between choral groups highlighting the S.S.F.’s rich 75 year history. 

Throughout the weekend, special recognition was given to all past S.S.F. presidents and their boards. Past presidents from the Cleveland area include Mr. Nikola Borota, Mr. Robert Jakovich,  Mrs. Joan Jakovich and Mr. Kosta Papich.  

Special recognition of choral directors who have contributed to the national S.S.F. scene included a few from  Ohio over the past 75 years: Mr. Milan Damljanovic – current music director of S.S.S. Njegos Choir of Cleveland, Dr. Nikola Resanovich – professor/composer at the University of Akron of Akron,  Dr. Rick Zivic – music director of Kosovo Men’s Choir of Cleveland and Mr. Slobodan Zelich – music director of S.S.S. Petar Krstic Choir of Steubenville, Ohio. 

Mrs. Donna Kecman Medich was recognized for her role as chairperson for this milestone event. She indeed did a wonderful job of organizing such a tremendous event working with every detail . Recognition was also given to Mr. Paul Bielich of Detroit, MI for his service as Executive Secretary. He served in this capacity from 1969-2002.

A special recognition plaque was given to our S.S.S. Njegos Cleveland choir for it’s participation in this historic event as well as a  plaque for our musical director of 15 years, Mr. Milan Damljanovic. 
 
The S.S.F. began with just five charter member choirs form the midwest: Chicago, IL; South Chicago, IL; Gary, IN; Detroit, MI; and Youngstown, OH. Today, there are  47 member choirs encompassing the US and Canada with talks in Australia/New Zealand.

  
Ms. Holly Jovanovich, current President of the S.S.F. said it best “May we all continue to raise up our voices together in song to celebrate not only this 75th milestone but many more to come in the years ahead”.
